About CloseGitmo.net: CloseGitmo.net is the
collaborative effort of multiple organizations work-
ing toward the closure of the Guantdnamo Bay de-
tention center as well as ending torture in all U.S.
prisons and supporting prisoner protests. Inspired
by the Gitmo hunger strike that began in February
2013, CloseGitmo.net has grown to become a net-
work larger than any single group or individual, all
working in solidarity to maximize political impact
and achieve common goals through educating the
public, publicizing actions and events, coordinating
campaigns, building media coverage, and more.

Member Organizations of CloseGitmo.net:
Close Guantanamo: closeguantanamo.org
Code Pink: codepink4peace.org
Global Exchange: globalexchange.org
The Justice Campaign: thejusticecampaign.org
The London Guantanamo Campaign:
londonguantanamocampaign.blogspot.com
Meta Peace Team: metapeaceteam.org
The Metta Center for Nonviolence: mettacenter.org
No More Guantanamos: nogitmos.org
Nonviolence International:
nonviolenceinternational.net
Office of the Americas:
officeoftheamericas.wordpress.com
Peaceworkers USA: peaceworkersus.org
Stop Mass Incarceration: stopmassincarceration.net
Veterans for Peace: veteransforpeace.org
Witness Against Torture: witnesstorture.org
The World Can’t Wait: worldcantwait.net

References available at metapeaceteam.org

CLOSE GITMO

ORGANIZE TO CLOSE
GUANTANAMO AND
END U.S. TORTURE

Phone: (877) 810-1124
Email: info@closegitmo.net
U.S. Hunger Strikers’ Blog:
fastforsolidarity.tumblr.com



U.S. TORTURE:

UNWARRANTED
AND INEXCUSABLE
AGONY

Opened in 2002 by the United
States military as part of the
Global War on Terror, the
Guantanamo Bay detention cen-
ter (a.k.a. Gitmo) in Cuba holds
suspected “terrorists” from countries in the
Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia for de-
tainment and interrogation. During its 11 years
of existence, the prison has violated interna-
tional human rights laws by holding prisoners
without giving charges or rights to trials and
subjecting them to severe conditions, including
indefinite detention, prolonged solitary confine-
ment, physical violence, and psychological
abuse.

Prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay forced
to kneel in stress posi-

Most Gitmo detainees were imprisoned with no
legal basis and have never been charged with
a crime, but were arbitrarily taken from their
homes and turned in to the U.S. government
after 9/11 by opportunists and/or disgruntled
neighbors that received bounties of $2,000-
$5,000 for pointing a finger at a neighbor, a
foreigner, an enemy. However, 92 percent
were never connected to Al-Qaeda or the Tali-
ban, and only 7 terrorists have been convicted

779 prisoners total have suffered the unimag-
inably brutal treatment of Guantanamo, and
166 currently remain. Despite the prison’s inef-
fectiveness and inefficiency (costing U.S. tax-
payers about $2.74 million per detainee, com-
pared with $78,000 per inmate at the U.S.’s
most secure prison) the facility remains in op-
eration, with the Obama administration plan-
ning to hold 46 of the detainees indefinitely
and doing nothing to discharge the 86 inno-
cent men who have been cleared for release
as of 2010.

Torture

Gitmo has been condemned internationally for
inflicting cruel, inhuman, and degrading treat-
ment upon detainees. Its interrogation tactics
and practices of torture include sleep depriva-
tion, shackling in stress positions, extended
exposure to very cold temperatures, and sexual
humiliation.

Torture has long-term mental and emotional
effects on both victims and torturers, damages
international credibility, and creates incentive
for retaliation. Moreover, it is ineffective, as
information extracted by using torture is unreli-
able.

Hunger Strikes

To protest such torture and I =
injustice, at least 102 of 4L
the total current detainees
have joined a hunger strike §
that began in February
2013 . In response, Gitmo
personnel have started
force-feeding around one-fourth of the prison’s
population, which infringes upon the medical
profession’s ethics and protocol, according to
the American Medical Association. The World
Medical Association and the United Nations
have also criticized force-feeding competent
hunger strikers as another form of torture. Re-
ports have claimed that physicians strap pris-
oners into restraining chairs; shove overly-large
tubes through the nose, down the throat, and
into the stomach; and often use the same
tubes for multiple prisoners without cleaning
off the blood.

Rapper Yasiin Bey (a.k.a. Mos
Def) undergoing force-feeding
procedure executed at Gitmo

In solidarity with hunger-striking detainees,
several CloseGitmo.net members initiated
open-ended hunger strikes and long-term
fasts in a nonviolent attempt to pressure the
government to close Gitmo. Further, as of July
2013, inmates at California’s Pelican Bay
State Prison have called for a nationwide hun-
ger strike to protest similar torture conditions
within U.S. prisons, a movement in unity with
CloseGitmo.net’s aims to end all U.S.-
sanctioned torture (as defined by international
law for human rights).




